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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As to claim 1 it is unclear if applicant intends to claim the "tray and tips" as 
elements of the apparatus. 

Claims 1-5 also employ the phrase "characterised in that". It appears as if 
applicant is using the phrase as a transitional phrase. This phrase is not generally 
considered a proper transitional phrase. 

As to claim 2, the word "downwards" should be "downward". It is unclear what is 
protruding above the surface. 

As to claim 3, the short tips are not positively claimed and it is unclear where the 
short tips are set. 

As to claim 4, the long tips are not positively claimed. 

3. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the feeder has on opposite walls" in line 4. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

The claim is drafted in a manner which implies "opposite side walls are inherent 
features of the feeder". The claim does not previously establish the feeder includes 
walls. 
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It should be noted that reference numerals incorporated in the claim are 
considered structural limitations of the claim. However claim 1 implies walls 23 and 24 
are opposite walls. According to figures, walls 23 and 24 are adjacent, perpendicular 
walls. 

Claim 1 as drafted further implies an inner side, lower and upper edges are 
inherent features of the wedge-shaped projections. 

As to claim 4, there is no antecedent basis for "upper portions" of long tips (35). 
As to claim 5, there is no antecedent basis for "the lower portion". 

Interview 

4. In an effort to expedite the prosecution of the instant application, the examiner 
phoned Tim Rooney on June 19, 2008 and submitted the proposed amendment below 
for approval. On June 27, 2008, the examiner contacted Mr. Rooney to inquire about 
the status of the proposed Examiner's Amendment. Mr. Rooney stated he had yet to 
receive any instructions from the client. 

Proposed Examiners Amendment 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Amend the claims as follows: 

1 . Pipette tip container comprising a base (1 ) for s e tt i ng holding a tray (1 9) with 
tips (21 ) and a cover being a tray feeder (2), wherein 

the feeder (2) has ©ft a plurality of side walls (23. 24. 25. 26) including opposite side 

walls (23, 24 25) comprising elastic holders (27, 28); aftd 

each of the elastic holders (27, 28) have ©ft an inner side including wedge-shaped 
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projections (31 , 32); and- 

on upper odgoo each of the wedge-shaped projections (31 , 32) include a lower edge 
and an upper edge that supports the tray (1 9) with tips (21 ); i s supported, character i sed 

wherein the feeder (2) comprises elastic links (29, 30) between side walls (23, 24) and 
the elastic holders (27, 28) and 

the base (1 ) comprises m opposite side walls (3, 5) including grooves (1 3, 1 4) for the 
elastic links (29, 30) of the feeder (2), wherein lower edges of the wedge-shaped 
projections (31 , 32) abut against the opposite side walls (3, 5) of the base (1 ). 

2. The container according to the claim 1 , charact e r i s e d i n that wherein the 
feeder (2) has protruding downwards corners (15, 16, 17, 18), which cooperate with 
protrud i ng abov e top surfac e of th e bas e (1 ) corner guides (7, 8, 9, 1 0) of this the base 
(1) . wherein said corner guides (7, 8, 9, 10) protrude above a top surface of the base . 

3. The container according to the claim 1 , charactor i sod i n that wherein the tray 
(19) includes short tips and said tray (19) has rings (34) around holes, wherein inside 
diameters of the rings (34) are equal to diameters of the holes and short tips (33) are 
set on upper edges of the rings (34) short tips (33) arc sot . 



4. The container according to the claim 1 , charact e r i s e d i n that wherein the tray 
includes long tips (35) and an upper portion (22) of the feeder (2) has an inner 
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stabilizing ring (36) that surrounds surround i ng an upper portions of long tips (35)^ 
wherein an outside diameter dimension of wh i ch the upper portions of the long tips (35) 
is close to the spacing of holes in the tray (19). 

5. The container according to the claim 4, charact e r i s e d i n that wherein the base 
(1 ) comprises a has i n i ts lower portion including an additional bottom base (37) to 
house lower portions of long tips (35). 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Yiu, Felxi H.; Moritz; Jeffrey R. et al.; Arnold, Jr.; Robert W. et al.; 
Jessop; Paul M. et al.; Yiu; Felxi; Labriola; Anthony M et al.; Lahti; Arto; Steinbrenner; 
Bernd et al.; Taggart; Thomas; Astle; Thomas W.; Kelly; Christopher et al.; Lind; Peter 
M.; Lemieux; David J.; Stolp; Philip E.; Scaramella; Larry G. et al.; and Pardinas; 
Guillermo P. disclose pipette tip holders. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian R. Gordon whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1258. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 1st Fri. Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can be reached on 571-272-1267. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Brian R Gordon/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1797 



